Box. Playy

Boxes are not | ufstd.e,l.we/rgwnimm,e/rs qugmgaiwstoadwﬁumeforgoumg
children! Wl.tJ”LahiJ:lemwgunahon tlmgtfmmformmiow‘ockzishps castles, or even

cozy reading nooks. Here are some fum and emgagmgwagstowsebox@swuhchﬂdmem
that spark creativity amd exp
1. BuiJ,dimg B'Lg Dreams
Large appliamce boxes are perfect for construction play. Provide orayons, markers, and
stickers, amd watch as children oreate their own houses, vehicles, or seoret forts. Add
some fab’ru: soraps fo*r“ cwrtains or "doors” and let tfmn'ro{z-pla.g be'ung homeowners,
pllcrbs, crre»cplm*ezrs.

A box cam also becomam.bemwﬂmg beam'sdﬂn,wntglooorscmzot}wroozg spo’cforra
quiwtgeiomwj.Co{minua cn&wbnsidzofabcxisakimﬂmﬂcadi@ast}wwﬁugaﬂnn
'm,akwswmwd.eﬂ‘fulsoum.ds wndfe&mgsunbiilefmgefrs
2. Mimiature Worlds
Smaller boxes cam become dollhouses, garages, o*rhabtiubsfcrtog amimals. E'n.c,orumo.ge
dmﬂdmuntpdmmizﬂqmmMﬂqpaimiwpapmamdmwmfummtumuﬁUng soraps.Thiﬁ
tgpeofplog foste/rsfimzww’wrskiﬂ/samdstorgtzﬂimg.

3. Moverment and Gross Maotor Fun

Abug bcxornli/ssdzbecornwsatwnmdfommawhm orr“asbdewjrmpmppedu.psofebd
Chijnmprmspamlwwwmsmdwmmbgdynlbungm out, or
’dwough djﬁememi sefuups Stack smaller boxes to make obstacle courses o*r"tan‘ge,t games
with rolled-up socks to pitch or cut a hole in one side to demvelop aim amd eye-hand
For younger children, just getting am amimal or ball im the open top of the box is a

success!

With rope (o*r“t/v\rmzfor smaller ones), belts, neckties or fabric pieces, childrem can
figure out how to move their box oreation amd use it as a carry all or a ride for dolls or



amimuals.
4. Art and Design Studio

Flattemed boxes become oversized CQMNO./SQ/S]COT"’TTU,UT‘ﬂl poi/nﬂmg orrgiami doodles. Kids

cam wsethwmfortrrm'mg their bodies, m‘eoimxgromragsfcrtog canrs, o*rvmakung Uﬂce—
sized treaswre maps. This encowrages collaboration and self—@cp'r\e/ssio'n.

Smaﬂwrbostamdco{oredtapecwnomtztablziopdﬁ,@s, buildimgs,'roo*nmorperrhapsa
vemgspedalwrte»dmibii.

5. Sciemce amnd Engimeering Explorations

qu/sforrm boxes imborammps fcrroﬂun.g balls, marble runs, or sifmpl.e machimes. Use

cut-outs, tape, amd strimg to build functional contraptions. This introduces problem-
solvimg skills and hands-on STEM concepts.
And if you're in a raimy season, how long does it take for a box to disintegrate?
Borwss Idea: Box Chaﬂwmje/s for“ Opem— Enuded Plag

Give each child a box and a variety of loose parts—yarn, popsicle sticks, buttons, fabric

soraps—amd challenge them to imvent something new. The goal isn't perfection but

oreativity. Celebrate their eﬁm’os with a “Box Museum” d.i/sple!
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© Cuwrating Play, 2025
Check out our Feb'ruwrg 2025 newsletter ](m“ a list of books about boxes.



